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can also contaminate other 

washroom users.  In fact, in 

terms of bacterial numbers, 

it would be better for a 

washroom user not to wash 

or dry their hands at all if 

the only option for drying is 

an electric hand dryer. 

 

This study, conducted by 

the University of 

Westminster in London, 

found that paper towel 

drying reduced the average 

number of bacteria on 

hands by up to 77 

percent.  By comparison, 

electric hand dryers caused 

bacteria counts to increase, 

in some cases by over 200 

percent.  On top of that, the 

air blowing from hand Did You 

Know? 

Great Western 

Supply offers 

online ordering 

as well as 

invoicing and 

statements via 

e-mail.  

Contact the 

office for more 

information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The hand dryer debate is a 

hot topic.  While electric 

hand dryers can sometimes 

offer cost savings, using 

paper towels to dry your 

hands is far more hygienic. 

Paper towels reduce costly 

sick days.   

Studies show that drying 

with paper towels 

significantly decreases the 

number of bacteria on the 

hands, while electric dryers 

actually increase the 

bacteria on the hands, and 

Paper vs. Hand Dryers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

dryers can spread bacteria 

to other areas up to 6 feet 

away.  

The results of this study 

suggest that the use of air 

dryers should be carefully 

considered in locations 

where hygiene is of 

paramount importance, 

and any cost benefit 

should be carefully 

weighed against the 

possible spread of illness. 

 

For help with your 

restroom facilities and 

systems contact your Great 

Western Supply 

Representative or call 

(563) 445-6644. 

 

 Last Call!  
 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to take 

advantage of our pre-

season ice melt pricing.  

Simply place an order with 

Great Western Supply 

before September 30th.  

You don’t have to take 

delivery of your ice melt 

until November 4th.  When 

the pre-season sale is over, 

ice melt prices will 

increase.  So buy now to 

save money and be 

prepared. 

For more information on 

our line of ice melt 

products or to place an 

order, contact your Great 

Western Supply 

Representative or call 

(563) 445-6644. 

feet of matting and can 

help prevent up to 85% 

of dirt, ice and snow 

from entering your 

facility.  Investing in 

good quality matting 

now can help you save 

hundreds or even 

thousands of dollars 

later.  Your Great 

Western Representative 

 

“You might be 

better off not 

drying your 

hands if the 

only option 

for drying is 

an electric 

hand dryer.” 
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